[First reported cases of Streptococcus pyogenes meningitis in Central African Republic].
Streptococcus pyogenes or group A streptococcus is an uncommon cause of bacterial meningitis. The purpose of this report is to describe two cases of Streptococcus pyogenes meningitis observed in Bangui, Central African Republic. The first case occurred in a 44-year-old woman who also presented pyodermitis. The second case involved a 34-year-old woman who also presented chronic middle ear infection and AIDS. Both strains of Streptococcus pyogenes were classified as biotype group 5 and showed resistance to tetracycline. They were also T-nontypable and of the emm 117 genotype and 117.1 subtype. Pulsed-field gel electrophoresis confirmed that both strains originated from the same clone.